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rank in ascending or descending 
order.        to access search 
engine  

Please also visit the World Prison Brief 
website.

and the Institute for Criminal Policy 
Research website:

This information is as of October 2015.  
To see this information,

They have also produced the third edition 
of the World Female Imprisonment List 
which contains the indicators for women 
and girls being detained around the 
world as of late July 2015. To see this 
information,

There is also a customized search engine 
on the World Prison Brief website. 
It contains information related to 
incarcerated populations, per country. 
Simply indicate the desired region or 
continent to quickly access the country’s 
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11TH EDITION OF THE WORLD  
PRISON POPULATION LIST

Click Here

Click Here

NEWSLETTER
ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison is constantly 
working on research, practices, data, etc., 
to enrich and deepen our understanding 
of education in prison. This information 
is then published on the website and the 
UNESCO Chair newsletter. Our mission 
is made possible by the collaboration of 
researchers, practitioners and all active 
players in correctional education on the 
international scene. 

This bulletin shines a light on the 
exceptional work being done by World 
Prison Brief (WPB), a part of the 
Institute for Criminal Policy Research, 
Birkbeck, University of London, England. 
Founded in September 2000, the WPB 
is a database of information on prisons 
around the world. This data is compiled 
by Mr. Roy Walmsley, WPB Director. 
This data collection work will enrich the 
discussion.

We can now share with you the result 
of the 11th edition of the World Prison 
Population List which lists the indicators 
of prison populations around the world. 

CONTACT PERSON 

Ms. Helen Fair, Research Fellow and World Prison Brief Researcher

Tel +44 (0) 7824 999028
http://www.icpr.org.uk/
http://www.prisonstudies.org/world-prison-brief 

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

Institute for Criminal Policy Research
Birkbeck, University of London
42 Store Street, London WC1E 7DB

http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/world_prison_population_list_11th_edition.pdf
http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/world_female_imprisonment_list_third_edition_0.pdf
http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison-population-total
http://www.prisonstudies.org/
http://www.icpr.org.uk/
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CALL TO ALL UNESCO CHAIR  
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS
Dear partners, UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison newsletter subscriber, As part of the renewal of 
its second four-year mandate (2015-2019), the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison is calling on all 
members of the Scientific Committee and newsletter subscribers to contribute to the “current status” of education in prison 
on the international scene. 

NEWSLETTER
ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

1) Education in prison legislation  

2)  Programmes and resources for  
education in prison 

3)  Innovative practices in education  
in prison

4) Funding for education in prison  

5)  Rate of participation in activities created  
for education in prison  

6) Key players in education in prison

7) Research on education in prison  

8) Prison staff training

9) Teachers and students

We invite you to share all information related to 
education in prison in your country so that we 
can aggregate the data and share it with the 
international community. Please e-mail your 
data to the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison :

educare@collegemv.qc.ca

You may submit your text in English, French, or 
any other language of your choice.

How?
This “current status” will be made up of files, 
the content of which will be created based 
on the testimony of researchers, practitioners 
recognized for their expertise, and public and 
para-public organizations working in education 
in prisons in their respective countries.  

We hope to collect recent data on the subject of 
“education in prison” from some fifty countries 
from around the world. Each one of these files 
will contain brief descriptions of the national 
situation (350-700 words) based on the following 
themes: 

Please note that all website addresses referred to in the articles are listed at the end of the newsletter.
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 SPECIAL NEWSLETTER
2011-2015 LIST OF REFERENCES PUBLISHED BY THE UNESCO CHAIR 
IN APPLIED RESEARCH FOR EDUCATION IN PRISON
In May, the UNESCO Chair published a special 
newsletter containing a list of all research, 
innovative practices, articles, conference texts, 
videos, etc., available on our website. This 
consolidation tool allows for quick access to 
the various subjects that have been covered in 
recent years. The structure is identical to the 
UNESCO Chair website under the Reference 
Centre tab, as well as the sub-titles.

Please share this free-access special newsletter 
with your networks.

It should be noted that the UNESCO Chair 
in Applied Research for Education in Prison 

produced and tabled a research project, Portrait 
provisoire de l’éducation dans les établissements 
de détention de juridiction provinciale au 
Québec [Rapport final] (Provisional picture of 
education in provincial detention centres in 
Quebec [Final Report]. To view the research and  
references: Click Here

This research project contains over 
25 pages totalling more than 
600 references on education in a 
correctional setting.

To view the special newsletter, 2011-2015 List of References Published by the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in Prison, Click Here

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL – 
UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR  
LIFELONG LEARNING

QUEBEC AND UNESCO:  
AN INTERNATIONAL VIEW  
OF ITS LEADERSHIP

The UNESCO journal, International Review 
of Education – Journal of Lifelong Learning 
(IRE) was started in 1931. This journal 
promotes research on lifelong learning in 
every part of the world.

We have the honour of contributing to the 
preface to a special, exclusive edition of the 
IRE on education in prison which is due to 
be published in 2016/2017.

On February 16, 2016, the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in Prison took part 
in the Rendez-vous event at the ENAP organized 
by the Groupe d’étude et de recherche sur 
l’international et le Québec (GERIQ). This event 
highlighted Quebec’s contributions to UNESCO. 
Ms. Line Beauchamp, representative of Quebec 
at the UNESCO Canadian delegation, gave a 

dynamic overview that highlighted how UNESCO’s 
work can help develop policies in Quebec, how 
to better understand its issues and challenges 
in Quebec, and the important contribution of the 
different Quebec players in furthering Quebec’s 
participation in UNESCO.

Opening remarks were provided by Mr. Stéphane 
Paquin, ENAP professor and GERIQ Director, and 
Mr. Éric Théroux, assistant deputy minister for 
Francophone and Multilateral Policies and Affairs 
at the Ministry of International Relations and 
Francophonie.

This meeting was also the opportunity to celebrate 
the 96th birthday of Mr. Paul Gérin-Lajoie, an iconic 
figure in the Révolution tranquille, credited with 
reforming Quebec education when he created the 
Ministry of Education in 1964.

http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/%C3%89tude-exploratoire-%C3%A9tablissements-de-d%C3%A9tention-rapport-final.pdf
http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/CMV-3379_BulletinSpecialMai2016_FR2.pdf
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The UNESCO Chair and its small team are 
constantly researching new studies, projects, 
innovative practices and any and all information 
related to education in prison in order to enrich 
the statement on the current status of education in 
prison on the international scene. Each discovery 
of new projects leads us to believe that there are 
so many more projects to be discovered, explore 
and share through our website and newsletter, in 
both French and English.

 We are happy to share with you the fruits of our 
first e-mail exchange with the Franco-Cambodian 
organization, Sipar. Founded in 1992, this NGO 
works in education with a specific mission to 
promote access to reading as an essential lever in 
development.

In 2011, Sipar developed the Reading Behind Bars 
project that led to the creation of libraries in all 26 
Cambodian prisons. Read more about this project 
in English.

Phase two of the Reading Behind Bars project 
(March 2016 - February 2019) co-funded by the 
Agence française de Développement (French 
Development Agency), “Development of libraries 
and programmes in prisons favouring the 
socio-professional reintegration of prisoners in 
Cambodia” is currently in development.

In this new project, increasing the volume of 
documents made available to the prisoners in 
the 26 libraries, digital library management, the 
certification of guards and prisoner librarians, and 
sustainable strategies make up the first phase. 
The second phase resides in the implementation 
of partnerships with the departments involved 
and two NGOs to develop literacy classes and 
basic education (primary level), preparation 

ASIA, CAMBODIA: SIPAR – READING BEHIND BARS PROJECT

to reintegration services, and professional 
training. The third phase concerns training and 
strengthening the skills of correctional services 
agents from the central level to the local level.

Here are the major recent developments: 

•  The prison population has seen a sharp 
increase—from 15,700 prisoners in mid-2015 
to 18,700 today, including 1,500 women and 
540 minors (14 to 17 years), due to an increase 
in drug trafficking and more efficiency policing. 

•  The new CEO for the General Prison 
Department, former commissioner General 
CHAN Kimseng, seems very motivated in 
pursuing efficient reform in partnership with 
the other departments and NGOs and IOs. 

•  An improvement in the intervention of NGOs 
and IOs in reintegrating prisoners, thanks 
to the implementation of a platform of 
cooperation with the main players: Prisons 
Fellowship Cambodia, Caritas Cambodia, 
International Red Cross (which has named a 
coordinator) and Sipar. A memo of the meeting 
with these agencies is attached.

•  The Ministry of Education’s involvement 
provincially in the introduction of literacy 
classes has resulted in concrete action in at 
least 5 prisons, and 5 more are planned. The 
Ministry of Labour and Professional Training 
will provide technical and professional 
qualifying training sessions (electricity, 
mechanics, sewing, agriculture, etc.) in 
several prisons on the model of the very 
dynamic prison in Koh Kong.

Sipar trainers work with guards and prisoners in 
preparation and installation; they work together, 
and in some cases, men and women can visit 
the libraries together.

Click Here

http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Library-in-Prisons-in-Cambodia.Sipar-2012-2014.pdf
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EUROPE, FRANCE: GRENOBLE INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL 
STUDIES; ONE STUDENT’S STUDY PROJECT

As part of her third year of study at the Grenoble Institute of Political Studies, 
student Ms. Louise Lamotte, takes part in the Crime and Punishment seminar 
held by Ms. Martine Kaluszynski, for which she will write an 80-page dissertation.

As part of my third year of study at the Grenoble 
Institute of Political Studies, I am taking part in the 
Crime and Punishment: Justice, Prison, Violence 
and Society seminar, held by Martine Kaluszynski 
for which I will write an 80-page dissertation on 
a subject of my choice falling under the theme 
of the seminar. This is how I became interested 
in education in prison, knowing that I wanted to 
give this dissertation an international dimension. 
Through my research, I discovered the UNESCO 
Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison.  
I thought I should study this UNESCO Chair 
considering the international context as we know 
it, one of a globalized world with interdependent 
States. This is all the more applicable to the prison 
environment, given that the prison is an institution 
found in all countries. The existing literature 
shows interest in this institution, considered to 
be imperfect and failing, specifically given its 
failure to prevent recidivism—and therefore, its 
main mission, which is to guarantee security by 
locking up individuals before reintegrating them 
into society.

It would appear there is a real need for 
international cooperation so that nations can work 

together toward common goals. The creation of 
the UNESCO Chair may be interpreted as a move in 
this direction, which is why this UNESCO Chair will 
be studied as a tool for international cooperation 
to improve practices in education in prison.

The issues of this study rest on the potential 
responses to a failing model, the challenges related 
to international cooperation between nations 
with different expectations and varying national 
frameworks, and finally, the concrete influence the 
UNESCO Chair might have on political decision-
makers through the dissemination of this work.

This dissertation will attempt to address these 
subjects, parallel to an analysis by the UNESCO 
Chair regarding its objectives, actions, and 
organization and operation. To give this study an 
empirical approach, the means and methods used 
by the UNESCO Chair will be questioned.

The context of the creation of the UNESCO Chair 
would represent an acknowledgement of the 
expertise of the Cégep Marie-Victorien (CMV) 
on education in prison. It’s very important to 
understand how the attribution of this UNESCO 
Chair to the CMV has identified the Cegep as an 

international reference on the matter and ensures 
it has a role in information exchange and good 
practices at the international level.

After analyzing the context in which the UNESCO 
Chair was created, the international context needs 
to be considered—where punitive practices are 
generalized throughout the world, necessitating 
international coordination to bring common 
solutions to generalized problems. Education 
would be a response to the imperfections of 
prison, even though it might look different in the 
various national frameworks that exist.

The advantages of education in prison as promoted 
by the UNESCO Chair will then be presented. 
Education appears to be a virtuous circle, as much 
in terms of security (societal, in a broad sense, 
and in prisons) as a profitable solution for nations, 
and would also permit personal development for 
prisoners. This would help in the fight against 
recidivism, as well as the socio-economic 
reintegration of individuals into society.

Finally, the relationship between the UNESCO 
Chair and political decision-makers will be 
examined, along with the political will for 
international policy on education in prison.  With 
a view to this, we will look at the means that 
have been used to influence decision-makers 
and the UNESCO Chair’s ideas on models of 
education in prison.

Louise Lamotte
Louise.lamotte@sciencespo-grenoble.fr
+336 59 42 71 70
Third-year Bachelor student at the Grenoble 
Institute of Political Studies

STUDY PROJECT
UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison: A Tools for International Cooperation  
to Improve Practices in Education in Prison.



Sources :
Tunisian Ministry of Justice:

United Nations High Commissioner  
for Human Rights:

International Centre  
for Prison Studies:
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The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison met with Mr. Rhida Zouaghi, Master’s of Education Administration student at the Université 
de Montréal. We are sharing with you the current state of affairs in Tunisia, written by Mr. Zouaghi

Tunisia’s penitentiaries are governed by the 
Ministry of Justice, which delegates their 
administration to the Prisons and Rehabilitation 
Department.

Tunisia has 23,686 prisoners out of a total 
population of 11.15 million residents, or 0.21% 
of Tunisians. This is the second-highest rate 
of incarceration as a proportion of its total 
population in North Africa, after Morocco.

The structure of the prisons includes 27 “adult 
penitentiaries” and 7 “rehabilitation centres 
for juvenile delinquents”. Among the adult 

AFRICA: TUNISIA, A CLOSE-UP OF ITS PRISON SYSTEM...
(Statistics from October 2014)

institutions, 8 are for “serving sentences” (in 
theory, for convicts) and 19 are for “preventive 
detention” (in theory, for people awaiting 
judgment).

Prisoner classification is severely hampered 
by the overpopulation. In fact, while men, 
women and minors are in effect separated, 
the separation of convicts (some with longer 
sentences than others) and defendants is not 
always possible and depends on the institution’s 
capacity. Indeed, convicts are often incarcerated 
in preventive detention centres.

A few key numbers

•  Defendants make up 58% of the penal population, and convicts 42%.  

•  The prison population consists of 97% men and 5% women.

•  55% of the prison population is aged 18 to 29, and 29% are 30-39 years of age.

•  The majority of crimes committed by the prison population focus mainly on theft and  
burglary (31%) and drugs (26%).

•  The rate of occupation of these penitentiaries is at 138.9% of their capacity.

On the social integration aspect, prison 
administration, in accordance with current legal 
provisions, offers educational programmes such 
as:

•  The national adult teaching program in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Social 
Affairs.

•  The continuing secondary and tertiary 
education programme with the Ministry of 
Education.

However, these programmes seem to be 
impeded by low budgets and the low education 
levels of prisoners.

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

http://www.e-justice.tn/index.php?id=581
http://hcdh-tunisie.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Rapport-sur-la-situation-des-prisons-en-Tunisie.pdf
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/tunisia ; http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/world_prison_population_list_11th_edition.pdf
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SEMINAR ON EDUCATION, PRISON AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA
The Education in Prison in Argentina 
Study Group (GESEC) will hold its 
33rd seminar on Educación, Cárcel 
y Derechos Humanos (Education, 
Prison and Human Rights) from June 
4 to July 2, 2016. Please note that  
Mr. Francisco Scarfó, Vice-president of 
GESEC, is a member of the Scientific 
Committee of the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in 
Prison.

THE INTERNATIONAL CORRECTIONS AND PRISONS ASSOCIATION 
(ICPA) IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE LAUNCH OF THE 
ADVANCING CORRECTIONS JOURNAL.
Advancing Corrections is a publication that provides an interdisciplinary, 
international forum for the transmission of new research, policies and 
practices in prisons throughout the world. The goal is to provide an 
opportunity to researchers and practitioners from a wide range of 
disciplines (penal justice, psychology, sociology, political science, 
economy, public health and social assistance) to publish their work. 
Sign up for free:

For more information on ICPA:

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHT 
TO EDUCATION AND THE 
FIRST EXPERIENCE OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN CHILE IN A 
CONTEXT OF IMPRISONMENT  
IN CHILE
In Chile in 2016, two initiatives on the right to 
education in prison are being put forth.

The first action is the convention to be held August 
18-19, with the goal of increasing right to education 
in prisons, analyze the initiatives put forth by the 
Ministries of Justice and Education, and know 
the various organizations that organize initiatives 
inside prisons that support social reintegration. 

To view the project presentation  
in French:

Violeta Acuña Collado, Universidad de Playa Ancha 

v-acuna@upla.cl

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM (WSF) – A NEW WORLD IS NEEDED—
TOGETHER, WE MAKE IT POSSIBLE!

Montreal will host the 12th World Social Forum (WSF) from August 9 to 14, 2016. This international 
meeting is the opportunity for groups from communities, organizations and social movements to get 
together to build a sustainable, caring world and give everyone a chance to be heard.

It should be noted that the WSF is the largest community gathering with a goal to find solutions to 
the problems of our time. Started in Brazil in 2001, these meetings include workshops, conferences, 
etc., on a variety of issues such as the environment, human rights, sustainable economy, etc.

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison attended the WSF in Belem, Brazil, in 
2009. Jean-Pierre Simoneau, Director of Operations of the UNESCO Chair, took part in this community 

meeting. An opportunity for the UNESCO Chair and others to promote and raise awareness among participants on the 
importance of education for excluded, marginalized individuals.

Which led to a proposal submitted at the 6th International Conference on Adult Education (CONFINTEA) that goes 
further, recommending “education for adults in prisons at all appropriate levels.”

Because A new world is needed—together, we make it possible! the World Social Forum invites you to help build this 
world.

The UNESCO Chair will take part in this important meeting in Montreal in August 2016, and Jean-Pierre Simoneau will 
once again represent the UNESCO Chair.

For more information on WSF and to sign up:

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

http://backoffice.icpa.ca/signup/
http://icpa.ca/1st-edition-of-advancing-corrections-journal/?utm_source=ICPA%3A+Advancing+Corrections+Journal+2016+&utm_campaign=Buch2016&utm_medium=email
http://www.cmv-educare.com/2016/06/congres-pour-le-droit-a-leducation-et-la-premiere-experience-deducation-superieur-au-chili-dans-un-contexte-denfermement-au-chili/
https://fsm2016.org/
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THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND HIGHER LEARNING 
SUPPORTS THE UNESCO CHAIR IN APPLIED RESEARCH 
FOR EDUCATION IN PRISON

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison 
wants to thank the Ministry of Education and Higher Learning for 
its support in fulfilling its mission.

The renewal of their trust testifies their 
recognition of the importance of education 
in prison, and in particular, applied 
research.

SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CÉGEP MARIE-VICTORIN’S UNESCO 
CHAIR IN APPLIED RESEARCH FOR EDUCATION IN PRISON AND THE 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SAFETY

For the creation of research projects on Education in Prison as a factor of protection for 
society.

We are very pleased to announce that a Service Agreement has 
been signed between the Ministry of Public Safety of Quebec and 
Cégep Marie-Victorin’s UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for 
Education in Prison. This agreement for the period of January 1, 
2016 to December 31, 2019, will support research projects.

UNESCO CHAIR IN APPLIED RESEARCH FOR EDUCATION IN PRISON AWARD
The UNESCO Chair wanted to recognize the work 
in education of the instructors in prisons and has 
chosen to offer an award as a gesture of recognition 
of the exceptional work that is being done every day 
in the federal penitentiaries in Quebec as well as in 
provincial detention centres.

This year we have a first, as the UNESCO Chair 
in Applied Research for Education in Prison has 
awarded the prize to two instructors, Ms. Ghislaine 
Séguin and Ms. Josée Arseneau, at the École 
du printemps (School of Spring) 2016 event, Le 
développement pédagogique des enseignants 
au cœur de notre communauté de pratiques 
(Educational development of teachers in our 
community of practice), on April 20, 20161.

We received many applications, which revealed 
the richness of projects and diverse pedagogical 
approaches to ensure the success of students. 
Invited to participate were all teachers or instructor 
teams who had developed materials, a specific 
project, or teaching strategy. Evaluation criteria 
were as follows: to be employed as teachers in a 

detention centre; have developed or adapted educational material; 
or realized a project in relation with education in prison and 
present it.

Selection committee members Ms. Sonia Bradette, provincial 
education in prison services coordinator, CSRDN, Ms. Line 
Chenard, federal education in prison services coordinator, 
CSSMI; Mr. Richard Coulombe, assistant director of the 
General and Professional Adult Training Department, CSSMI; 
Mr. Stéphan Laurence, assistant director of FP-FGA education 
services, CSRDN; Mr. Jean-Pierre Miron, incumbent, UNESCO 
Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison; Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Simoneau, director of operations, UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison; and Ms. Maryse Lacasse, director of education 
in prison file, MEES selected two teachers for the excellence of their 
project. The UNESCO Chair awarded them a $150 grant as well as 
a trophy with the UNESCO Chair logo.

On the strength of this success, the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in Prison Award will 
renew this honorarium in 2017

1 Organizing committee: Sonia Bradette, education services coordinator - Provincial detention centres - Rivière-du-Nord school board, Richard Coulombe, assistant director, General Adult and Professional Training Department - Federal prisons - 
Seigneurie-des-Mille-Îles school board, Marie Hamel, director - Chemin-du-Roy Adult Education Centre - Chemin-du-Roy school board and Maryse Lacasse - director of education in prison - Ministry of Education, Leisure and Sport.



4

10

NEWSLETTER
OUR PARTNERS

SEMINAR ON RESEARCH ON EDUCATION IN PRISON
Cégep Marie-Victorin’s UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison and the 
Ministry of Public Safety are studying the feasibility of holding a seminar on Research on 
Education in Prison in 2017-2018. 

On February 11, 
in an homage 
that was both 
vibrant and 
festive, Cégep 
Marie-Victorin 
honoured the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
of some fifty 
staff members 
of the Cégep 

who, in recent years, were active in research 
development. In attendance were Marie Blain, 
assistant director of studies and director of the 
research file, as well as Cégep employees and 
partners.
“It’s with a great deal of pride that we honour 
these individuals who contribute to spreading 
the expertise of our institution and the 
strength of the college network in research. 
Research occupies an important place in our 
establishment and testifies to our dynamism, 
and, we hope, will help us forge new alliances 
in the creation of promising projects. The 
development of opportunities in research 
collaboration constitutes one of the priorities of 
our strategic development plan for 2014-2019” 
said Ms. Blain at the event. 

So far, we intend to hold a seminar and will 
share developments as they arise. 

The goal of this meeting would be to review the 
status of applied and/or scientific research of 
education in prison. For example, the following 
sub-themes might be considered:

1.  Taking stock of research on education in 
prison in Quebec, Canada, and worldwide; 

2.  Researching the costs and benefits of 
education in prison programmes and services;

3.  Researching the impact on the socio-
professional social integration and re-
integration of convicts;

4.  The importance of educational programmes 
on security in prisons;

5.  Questions relating to the criminal records of 
convicts.

The seminar would be held at Cégep Marie-
Victorin and will depend on the participation of 
researchers and practitioners.

HOMAGE TO THOSE ACTIVE IN RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AT 
CÉGEP MARIE-VICTORIN

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for 
Education in Prison was invited, along with 
some fifty staff from Cégep Marie-Victorin, 
to an awards evening. The work of guests in 
attendance at this event was highlighted.

At this meeting, Jean-Pierre Miron, UNESCO 
Chair incumbent, and Jean-Pierre Simoneau, 
director of operations, briefly introduced the 

mission and objectives of the UNESCO Chair 
along with an outline of activities to come.

The article covering this event is available on the 
Cégep Marie-Victorin website:

RESEARCHERS 
HONOURED AT CÉGEP 
MARIE-VICTORIN

Click Here

http://www.collegemv.qc.ca/fr-CA/Accueil/Le_Cegep/Nos%20nouvelles/2015/honneur_chercheurs/index.aspx?page=4
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ENTRER POUR MIEUX S’EN SORTIR : ÉTAT DU DÉVELOPPEMENT DES 
SERVICES DE RECONNAISSANCE D’ACQUIS ET DE COMPÉTENCES À 
L’INTENTION DE LA POPULATION CARCÉRALE

Thus researchers, collaborators, members of 
the research ethics committee, the Vestechpro 
team, CCTT affiliated with Cégep Marie-Victorin, 
and representatives of the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in Prison of the 
Cégep Marie-Victorin got together to exchange 
and share on their common interest in research. 

Research at Marie-Victorin
Cégep Marie-Victorin has implemented four 
policies to frame their research activities, as 
well as a research ethics committee to help 
realize and finalize several research projects.

Kathy Gariépy-Delisle is the author of a Master’s dissertation entitled Entrer pour mieux 
s’en sortir : État du développement des services de reconnaissance d’acquis et de 
compétences à l’intention de la population carcérale.

This essay explores current practices in prior learning assessment and recognition. This 
project asks excellent questions and opens the door to more in-depth research.  To view 
the essay:

Presentation by Mr. Rhida Zouaghi, Master’s of Education Administration student at the 
Université de Montréal

MEETING WITH THE CHAIR, OPEN DIALOGUE WITH A STUDENT...
On April 14, Paul Belanger (chairman of the 
scientific committee) and Jean-Pierre Simoneau 
(director of operations) have responded favourably 
to the request made by Mr. Rhida Zouaghi (student 
of French at the University of Montreal) by inviting 
him to a working lunch.

This student is interested in the impact of education 
in prison as part of his research in education 
administration. A recent arrival to Montreal, he 
described his career path in training management. 
Also, his related experience led him to reflect on 
the problems of delinquency prevention.

At this stage of his career, he chose Quebec to fill 
out his university experience. He is working on 
research on the reintegration of a penal population 
hampered by vulnerabilities that mortgage not 
only individual fates, but also the measures taken 
to reintegrate into society.

Inspired by the historic, and yet oh-so-timely 
musings of Victor Hugo (“open up a school, shut 
down a prison”), this student in research wants to 
understand the dynamics that govern the prison 
response to delinquency, and within his corollary, 
the challenge of reintegrating convicts into 
society.  Their return to society constitutes a major 
challenge that education and/or training needs to 
address to arm them against recidivism and turn 
them into citizens who contribute to the collective 
effort.

The UNESCO Chair’s scientific and practical 
expertise have led this student to contact its 
representatives to offer his cooperation and put 
into perspective his Master’s and Doctorate work 
with the real need of experienced researchers and 
practitioners. Definitely, the ambition is to launch 
investigations that are of public interest.

This meeting led to a timeline for a common task, 
for which he expressed his complete gratitude. 
This is why, and subject to later amendments, his 
research work, with the help of fruitful interactions, 
should move in the direction of a cost-benefit study 
of implementing education in prison.    

Click Here

http://savoirs.usherbrooke.ca/handle/11143/7641
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At the request of Mr. Joël Garneau, director 
of the Portneuf school board, submitted to the 
Donnacona maximum security federal penitentiary  
in Quebec, the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison was asked to present 
activities based on the Education in Prison theme 
with the prisoners and teachers at this institution.

These one-day meetings were held on December 
14, 2015 and April 19, 2016 to meet all the students 
and teachers from both T and EH sectors.

Jean-Pierre Simoneau, director of operations, 
represented the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison for these information 
sessions that covered the educational activities 

TEAM OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS OF THE SCHOOL IN  
THE FEDERAL PENITENTIAL AT DONNACONA, QUEBEC

in prison of Cégep Marie-Victorin since 
1973, and the UNESCO Chair.

First, the students and teachers watched a 
documentary on the actions Cégep Marie-
Victorin has taken in prisons in cooperation 
with Correctional Services Canada and 
the Ministry of Education, Leisure and 
Sport of Quebec. 22 minutes. French, with 
English, Spanish and international French 
subtitles. Productions Flick.

They then discussed the various formal 
and informal college training programs 
offered in federal penitentiaries in 
Quebec since 1973.  A brief presentation 
of the PRET 2000 programme, mentoring 
activities and services to help students 

pursue their education in the network of 48 
Cégeps in Quebec, and finally a presentation 
on the mission, objectives, current and future 
activities of the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research 
for Education in Prison from the International 
Development Office since 2010.

As for the teachers, the meeting on April 19th 
dealt more specifically with the challenges and 
objectives that teaching in prisons, and more 
particularly in a maximum security penitentiary 
these professionals face. The teachers also had 
the opportunity to express and exchange what 
they would like to accomplish in the short and 
medium term.  

These exchanges with these professionals helped 
us understand some of the challenges they deal 
with. One of them is the importance of team 
support, as well as having the time to exchange 
and communicate among teachers. 

Teaching in prisons is rewarding and involves a 
variety of challenges. The motivation to share their 
knowledge is at the heart of their actions and we 
look forward to beautiful projects in the years to 
come.

Left to right: Jean-Pierre Simoneau, director of operations, UNESCO Chair in Applied 
Research for Education in Prison, Jessica Tremblay, French teacher and Mathieu 
Fournier, math teacher.

The teachers at the Donnacona maximum 
security federal penitentiary in Quebec are:

Jessica Tremblay – French/Social Science

Christian Drapeau – Mathematics/Science 

Barbara Jakubiec – Semi-specialized trades/Preparing  
for the job market

Suzanne Gagné – Literacy/Pre-secondary

Sarah Clark – English

Chantal Moisan – Information

Sabrina Careau – Office clerk/Exam supervisor

Nathalie Vaillancourt – French/Social Science

Mathieu Fournier – Mathematics/Science 

Janie Dostaler – Francization/French as a Second Language

Joël Garneau – School Director 

Katy Martel – Guidance Counsellor



13

NEWSLETTER
OUR PARTNERS

THE UNESCO WEEK OF EDUCATION FOR PEACE  
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

37TH CONGRESS OF THE  
QUEBEC CRIMINOLOGY SOCIETY 
ORGANIZED WITH THE UNESCO 
CHAIR IN APPLIED RESEARCH  
FOR EDUCATION IN PRISON

BOOKS 2 PRISONERS – PROVIDING 
PRISONERS WITH BOOKS

IXTH WORLD ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL  
COUNCIL FOR ADULT EDUCATION

UNESCO INSTITUTE OF STATISTICS  
(UIS) IN MONTREAL

The UNESCO Week of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development will be held March 5 to 10, 2017, in Ottawa, 
in partnership with the Canadian Commission for UNESCO (CCU).

Education Week allows players from the wold over to bring together their knowledge and expertise. These events 
are designed to bring education to the forefront to confront worldwide challenges. The details of this week will be 
available on the CCU website:

The UNESCO Chair joined the Quebec Criminology 
Society (SCQ) to organize the SCQ’s 37th Congress 
entitled Une justice éclairée et une insertion sociale 
réussie – l’éducation et la criminologie; des leviers 
d’action.  This convention, held October 28-30, 2015 in 
Quebec City, was the first meeting between education 
and criminology. For the proceedings from the 
Convention,In June 2015, the UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison took part in the IXth World Assembly 

of the International Council for Adult Education organized by the Institute of Cooperation for Adult Education. 
Learn more about what transpired at this IXth Assembly, which covered the following themes: A right to education 

and learning / Stengthening advocacy / Adult education and 
sustainable development / Learning and education for adults, 
power relationships, decent work, gender equality and community 
engagement / Inclusive, quality education for all, please go to 
website.

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison is developing a collaborative partnership 
with the UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS) to find out whether it’s possible to identify the data on 
education in prison from the different UNESCO nation-members in the world.

The Institute’s offices are located at the Montreal Business Graduate Studies School of the University 
of Montreal. To access the ISU website:

Books 2 Prisoners is an independent group of 
community members working to increase the 
number of books available to prisoners across 
Canada and in several American states. All book 
donations are from publishing houses and the 
general public. For more information, please 
see the websites of the various North American 
organizations here:

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

Click Here

http://www.uis.unesco.org/aboutuis/pages/defaultFR.aspx
http://waam2015.org/fr/nouvelles/bilan-de-lic%C3%A9-de-lassembl%C3%A9e-mondiale
http://unesco.ca/home-accueil
http://booksthroughbars.org/pbp/
http://www.societecrimino.qc.ca/congres/congres-2015-actes.php
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LIST OF ALL WEBSITES REFERRED TO IN  
THE ARTICLES IN THIS NEWSLETTER.

World Prison Population List 

http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/world_prison_
population_list_11th_edition.pdf

World Female Imprisonment list

http://www.prisonstudies.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/world_female_
imprisonment_list_third_edition_0.pdf

World Prison Brief

http://www.prisonstudies.org/ 

Institute for Criminal Policy Research

http://www.icpr.org.uk/

Portrait provisoire de l’éducation dans les établissements de détention de juridiction 
provinciale au Québec [Rapport final] (Provisional picture of education in provincial 
detention centres in Quebec [Final Report]).

http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/%C3%89tude-exploratoire-
%C3%A9tablissements-de-d%C3%A9tention-rapport-final.pdf

Special newsletter: 2011-2015 List of References Published by the UNESCO Chair in 
Applied Research for Education in Prison

http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/CMV-3379_
BulletinSpecialMai2016_FR2.pdf

Reading Behind Bars

http://www.cmv-educare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Library-in-Prisons-in-
Cambodia.Sipar-2012-2014.pdf

International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) - Advancing Corrections 
Journal - sign up

http://backoffice.icpa.ca/signup/

International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) - Advancing Corrections 
Journal 

http://icpa.ca/1st-edition-of-advancing-corrections-journal/?utm_source=ICPA%
3A+Advancing+Corrections+Journal+2016+&utm_campaign=Buch2016&utm_
medium=email

World Social Forum

https://fsm2016.org/

Entrer pour mieux s’en sortir : État du développement des services de reconnaissance 
d’acquis et de compétences à l’intention de la population carcérale

http://savoirs.usherbrooke.ca/handle/11143/7641

UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS

http://www.uis.unesco.org/aboutuis/pages/defaultFR.aspx

World Assembly of the International Council on Adult Education – Report on the IXth 
Assembly

http://waam2015.org/fr/nouvelles/bilan-de-lic%C3%A9-de-lassembl%C3%A9e-
mondiale

Société de criminologie du Québec – Proceedings from the 37th Convention

http://www.societecrimino.qc.ca/congres/congres-2015-actes.php

Prison book programs in North America

http://booksthroughbars.org/pbp/
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TESTIMONIES ON EDUCATION IN PRISON EXPERIENCES
“TEACHERS - INSTRUCTORS - STUDENTS, MALE AND FEMALE”

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for 
Education in Prison is producing a newsletter 
devoted exclusively to testimonies of experiences 
of education in prison for teachers and students 
participating or who have participated in 
educational programs in prison in Quebec, 
Canada, and elsewhere in the world. We hope 
to publish this newsletter at the end of fall 2016.

We are asking for your participation to share 
your experiences in this newsletter with all of 
our subscribers throughout the world and in the 
UNESCO network.

We know that here, and around the world, are 
stories of people who share their passion with 
students who have the curiosity, will to learn, 
and desire to make the effort and persevere to 
complete their study projects in prison and/or 
on parole.

We are working on a newsletter entirely devoted 
to the stories and testimonies of learning in 
prison.

We are asking you, male and female students 
who’ve had the chance to experience a turning 
point in education, such as meeting a life-altering 
teacher. You can tell us what you learned, your 
successes, what appeared impossible at first, 
what you continue to learn despite obstacles, 
problems, etc.

This invitation is also for you, teachers and 
instructors in prison, who teach and help 
students in their learning journey.

We truly believe that your experiences deserve 
to be heard and shared.

You can do this alone or in a group, in the form 
of a story, poem, slam, comic books, etc. We 
ask that you express your experience with a 
maximum of two pages, or 600 words. You may 
submit your text in any language, and if possible, 
in French or English.

Participants Teachers – Students

No minimum word count – Maximum 2 pages or 600 words

Poem, painting, sculpture, video, song, picture, photo novel, 
Collective creation, text, etc.

Number of pages

Type of presentation

Testimony Submission Deadline Send by e-mail

Monday, November 7, 2016 educare@collegemv.qc.ca or
jean-pierre.simoneau@collegemv.qc.ca

How to participate



Feel free to forward this newsletter to all  
your contacts.

Also, to help us to expand our network, send 
us the names and contact details of relevant 

persons and organizations. 

Web: www.cmv-educare.com
Email: educare@collegemv.qc.ca

jean-pierre.simoneau@collegemv.qc.ca, director of Operations

7000, Marie-Victorin, Montreal (Quebec), Canada, H1G 2J6
TEL : 1- 514 328 3832  FAX : 1-514 328 3829


