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Paul Bélanger, outgoing Chairman of 

the International Council for Adult Edu-

cation (ICAE) and Chairman of the Sci-

entifi c Committee of the UNESCO Chair 

in Applied Research for Education in 

Prison at Malmo, Sweden, in June 2011.

Jean-Pierre Simoneau, Director of Op-

erations of the UNESCO Chair of Ap-

plied Research for Education in Prison, 

at the Eighth World Assembly of the In-

ternational Council for Adult Education 

(ICAE) in Malmo, Sweden, in June 2011.

The UNESCO Chair in Applied Research for Education in Prison of the Marie-Victorin 

General and Professional College is a continuation of the Dakar (Senegal) Framework for 

Action stating that education is a right for all people in all circumstances and that it is an 

essential tool for social development. In 2009, the Belem Framework for Action, the fi nal 

document adopted by the Sixth International Conference on Adult Education (CONFIN-

TEA VI), went further and recommended “ensuring adult education in prisons at all ap-

propriate levels”. Given the international commitment to support the Belem Framework 

for Action, the unequivocal role and mandates of UNESCO for putting it in practice, the 

UNESCO Chair for Applied Research in Education in Prison contributes, with UNESCO, to 

providing adult education in prisons.

REVIEW
OF THE FIRST YEAR

ABOUT THE UNESCO CHAIR

THE CHAIR PARTICIPATES IN
THE EIGHTH WORLD ASSEMBLY 
OF THE ICAE

From June 14 to 17, 2011, the UNESCO 

Chair of Applied Research for Education 

in Prison participated at the Eighth World 

Assembly of the International Council for 

Adult Education (ICAE) in Malmo, Swe-

den. As part of the strategic directions 

of the Working Council, adopted by the 

General Assembly on June 17, 2011, the 

Chair proposed integrating education in 

prison within the objectives pursued by 

the ICAE, a proposal that was accepted 

unanimously. It should be noted that the 

World Assembly of the ICAE brings to-

gether persons related to education of 

youth and adults from around the world 

every four years.  

It promotes the signifi cance of the right to 

adult education for construction of demo-

cratic, fair and equitable societies. For the 

occasion, Mr. Jean-Pierre Simoneau, Di-

rector of Operations for the Chair, briefl y 

presented the mission and objectives of 

the Chair, as part of a workshop on edu-

cation in prison. In addition, the entire 

staff of the Chair thanked the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO for its fi nancial 

support and Mrs. Giovanna Mode of the 

CLADE organization (Campana Latino-

americana por el Derecho a la Education), 

which enabled her to attend this forum.
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THE CHAIR PARTICIPATES IN THE 
ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE CANADIAN COMMISSION FOR 
UNESCO

Mr. Jean-Pierre Simoneau, Director of 

Operations for the UNESCO Chair for Ap-

plied Research for Education in Prison, 

represented the Chair at the 51st Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) of the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO which took place 

from June 9 to 11, 2011, in Ottawa.

 This 51st Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

was preceded by several meetings includ-

ing with the UNESCO Chairs of Canada, 

which allowed the UNESCO Chair in Ap-

plied Research for Education in Prison to 

inform other Canadian partners about its 

mission and objectives.

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE UNESCO CHAIR IN APPLIED RESEARCH FOR 
EDUCATION IN PRISON

On Tuesday, September 27, Cégep Marie-Victorin launched the UNESCO Chair for Ap-

plied Research for Education in Prison, the fi rst UNESCO Chair to appear in a college 

level institution in Canada! Representatives of several government, international and 

university organizations were invited to participate in the activity. However, the launch 

of the UNESCO Chair brought together many practitioners, program managers, profes-

sionals, researchers and students interested in education in prisons in Quebec, Canada 

and worldwide.

The Director General of UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization), 

Irina Bokova, and the former Governer General of 

Canada, Michaëlle Jean, with representatives of 

the Youth Commission, at the 51st Annual Gen-

eral Meeting of the CCU (Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO) in Ottawa, June 2011.
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Jean-Pierre Miron, Chair, Brian A. Grant, Director General, Research, Correctional Services 

Canada, Jean-Pierre Simoneau, Director of Operations of the Chair, Paul Bélanger, Chair-

man of the Scientifi c Committee, UQAM Researcher and Professor, Nicole Rouillier, Direc-

tor General of Cégep Marie-Victorin, Arpi Hamalian, professor in the Department of Edu-

cational Sciences at Concordia University and Founding Co-Chair of the Concordia-UQAM 

Chair of Ethnic Studies representing the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and Josée 

Deschênes, Director of Continuing Education and Business Services, at the offi cial launch 

of the UNESCO Chair at the Cégep.



THE CHAIR DEVELOPS AN
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
COMMITTEE

Chairman - Monsieur Paul Bélanger, Ph D (Canada)
Université du Québec à Montréal 

Brian Grant, Ph D (Canada)
Director General, Research, Correctional

Services Canada

Geneviève Perreault, (Canada)
PhD student in sociology, Université de Québec à 

Montréal (Canada), Professor of sociology and

researcher at the Cégep Marie-Victorin

Robert Hill, Ph D (United States)
The University of Georgia, Department of Lifelong 

Education and Policy

Stephen J. Steurer, Ph D (United States)
Executive Director, Correctional Education Associa-

tion (CEA)

Hugo Rangel, Ph D (Mexico)
Post-doctoral researcher and member of the 

Advisory Board of the Universidad Autonoma de la 

Ciudad de Mexico

Sergio Haddad (Brazil)
General Coordinator, ACAO Educativa

Francisco Jose Scarfo (Argentina)
Chairman, G.E.S.E.C Study Group on Prison Educa-

tion, School of Social Work, UNLP, Province de 

Buenos Aires

Alan Tuckett (United Kingdom)
Director, National Institute of Adult Education 

(NIACE), President, International Council for Adult 

Education (ICAE)

Mr. Oumar Ndongo, Ph D (Senegal)
Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Secretary General of 

the Forum des organisations de la société civile de 

l’Afrique de l’ouest (FOSCAO)

Shirley Walters, Ph D (Republic of South Africa)
Director, Division for Lifelong Learning, University of 

the Western Cape 

Joe Graffam, Ph D (Australia)
Pro-Vice-chancelier, Deputy Dean of the Faculty 

and Head of the School of Psychology, The Deakin 

University, Researcher on the executive of the Aus-

tralasian Correctional Education Association (ACEA)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Monsieur Hugo Rangel
Applied Research Advisor

Monsieur Marc De Maeyer
Project Development Advisor

ABOUT THE CHAIR’S

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Composed of researchers, professors, consultants and practitioners from Canada and 

abroad relating to applied research for education in prison, the Scientifi c Committee is 

the Chair’s advisory body. It supports the Steering Committee in achieving the Chair’s 

objectives. Members have a renewable term of three years.
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Geneviève Perreault

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Oumar Ndongo

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Shirley Walters

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Joe Graffam

Member of the Scientifi c Committee

Stephen J. Steuer

Member of the Scientifi c Committee

Hugo Rangel

Member of the Scientifi c Committee

Sergio Haddad

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Robert Hill

Member of the Scientifi c Committee

Marc De Maeyer

Associate Member

Brian A. Grant 

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Alan Tuckett

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Paul Bélanger

Chairman of the Scientifi c Committee

Francisco Jose Scarfo 

Member of the Scientifi c Committee
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THE UNESCO CHAIR HOSTED THE 
INSTITUTE FOR COOPERATION ON 
ADULT EDUCATION (ICEA) AND 
THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR EDUCA-
TION PROGRAMS IN QUEBEC FED-
ERAL AND PROVINCIAL PRISONS

In anticipation of the tenth anniversary of 

the Quebec Adult Learners Week that will 

be held from March 22 to April 1, 2012, and 

the activities of the Big Read, representa-

tives of the Institute for Cooperation on 

Adult Education (ICÉA) met on Tuesday, No-

vember 29, 2011, at the Cégep Marie-Victo-

rin, with representatives of the main organi-

zations responsible for adult education and 

training in Quebec’s prison communities.

LES MEMBRES DU
COMITÉ DIRECTEUR

1. Nicole Rouiller 
Steering Committee Chair and Director 

General of Cégep Marie-Victorin

2. Paul Bélanger
Chairman of the Scientifi c Committee

3. Josée Deschênes
Director of Continuing Education and Busi-

ness Services for the Cégep Marie-Victorin

4. Brian A. Grant
Director General, Research Branch, Cor-

rectional Services Canada

5. Marie-Hélène Jobin
Representative of the Board of the Cégep 

Marie-Victorin 

6. Jean-Pierre Miron,
Chair

7. Jean-Pierre Simoneau
Director of Operations of the Chair

UNESCO

Jean-François Meilleur,  student (M.A.) 

Université du Québec à Montréal,  Alain 

Sirois, Correctional Services Canada, Laura 

Thibault, Quebec Ministry of Public Secu-

rity, Jean-Pierre Simoneau,  UNESCO Chair 

in Applied Research for Education in Prison, 

Isabelle Gagnon, Institute for Cooperation 

on Adult Education, Jacqueline Comeau, 

Commission scolaire de la Seigneurie des 

Mille-Îles, Annie Turcotte, Ministère de 

l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport, Ronald 

Cameron, Director General of the ICÉA.
NOTE:

The UNESCO Chair in applied research for prison 

education participates in the UNESCO Chairs of 

Canada.

http://www.unesco.ca/fr/interdisciplinaire/

chaires/LesChairesUNESCOauCanada.aspx

The UNESCO Chair of the Cégep Marie-Victorin 

is also involved in the UNITWIN network of the 

United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural 

Organization.

http://www.unesco.org/fr/university-twinning-

and-networking/access-by-region/europe-and-

north-america/canada/unesco-chair-in-applied-

research-for-education-in-prison-916/
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Josée Deschênes

Member of the Steering Committee

Jean-Pierre Miron

Member of the Steering Committee

Nicole Rouillier

Steering Committee Chair 

Marie-Hélène Jobin

Member of the Steering Committee 

Jean-Pierre Simoneau

Member of the Steering Committee 
Brian A. Grant 

Member of the Scientifi c Committee 

Paul Bélanger

Chairman of the Scientifi c Committee

http://www.unesco.org/fr/university-twinning-and-networking/access-by-region/europe-and-north-america/canada/unesco-chair-in-applied-research-for-education-in-prison-916/
http://www.unesco.ca/fr/interdisciplinaire/chaires/LesChairesUNESCOauCanada.aspx


Feel free to forward this newsletter to all

your contacts

Also, to help us to expand our network, send 

as the names and contact details of relevant 

persons and organizations.
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email : educare@collegemv.qc.ca
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